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JUVEHRTLE SUPPLENERT 


The New Year starts with somewhat later publishing of juventles than the past few years 
have seen. Two February books were covered in a December 15th bulletin; now with this 
supplement we go on to March publications, all in the Etght to Eleven and up brackets. 
No Picture Books; no Easy Reading....Also, with thts tssue, we return to the old system 
of handling juvenile books, as well as most of the other classifications, within the 
somewhat enlarged office staff. We feel that we can retain a sense of untty of purpose, 
balanced focus, more consistent objectivity tn this way. We shall be interested in your 


response as the months go on. 
Virginia Kirkus, Editor 


FICTION- 8-11 
Caxton 


Hoadley, Mabel V. 
CHI-KEETA AND PUK-WUDJIS $3.00 
A fairy-folk-tale set in the Southwest follows the strange journey taken by Chi- © 
keeta, daughter of an exiled chief, as- under the guidance of the Brownie-like Puk-Wudjis, © 
she goes on a rescue mission. Impatiently, she is forced to accept delays on the route ‘ 
to the Black Mountains, while her little guides help the good and punish the wicked with 
their potent magic. The story is presumably contemporary, but the situation of the Indian 
of the Southwest is given vague treatment, while unexplained references to Indian agents 
and tourists, and superficial characterization, detract from an illusion of authenticity 
so essential in fantasy for the eight to eleven year olds. While some of the younger in- 
this group may be lured by glimpses of the canyons, the sounds, smells, and wild life of 
the steaming desert, on the whole this goblin tale will seem old stuff to the Gremlin age. | 
large readable type- for second year readers- but unimaginative, sentimental illustrations | 


detract from the general format. (3/20) 


Crowell 


Blyton, Enid 
FIVE ON A TREASURE ISLAND $2.50 
Another high-spirited mystery-adventure by a popular English author. Her cred- 
ible children in incredible adventure provide sure pull with her readers. Here three vi- 
siting cousins, with their defiant cousin George (who wont be called Georgiana), find 
treasure on a rocky island in the ruins and underground passages of an ancient castle. 
There are plenty of thrills,- an old ship cast up from the sea, a treasure map, a breath- 
taking chase - set in the sunbright freshness of the sea air. Interwoven with the lively 
adventure there's an unobtrusive subplot as a lonely child, headed for a sullen, negative © 
maturity, fearful of her strangely moody father, gradually learns that sharing experiences 
is more fun than defiant solitude. And that her father's irritability is rooted in worry 
over financial insecurity for his loved ones. The children are generous, likable - and 
have plenty of initiative and daring, even when dealing with hardened criminals. Some 
phases of the story are wholly English; the style is awkward, uncertain. But the pace of 
story carries one right along to an exciting climax and a satisfying ending. Illustrated 


by Vera Neville. (March) 


Moore, David William Crowell 
THE SCARLET JIB $2.50 





Upper brackets of this age group will thrill to this blood-curdling pirate story 
set up against the questionable naval activities in American waters after the Revolution. 
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Dan Peabody, cabinboy out of Boston, naively joins the crew of the Scarlet Jib under the 
stern, moody Captain Strum, who uses the scarlet jib as a sign of his dealings in pirated 
cargoes. Dan plunges into problems of conflicting loyalties,- to his almost prudish up- 
bringing, to his chief, the hard captain, to the stowaway he is helping to conceal. Dan's 
close calls in the attempted mutiny, in escape from the villainous mate, in sea battle with 
the terrible pirate, Butcher Barlow, all belong to the “heave ho my hearties” school of 
melodrama. Except for the captain, and a wonderful, melancholy cook, the characters are 
two dimensional, but the story is fast-paced, and the dialogue among the swaggering sailors 
and the pirates is handsomely snarled in approved tradition. The hard-boiled comics ad- 
dicts will think our Dan a bit of a softy, and the ending too apt, but in the main this 
provides good bridging for those who want reliable blood and thunder. The Henry Pitz il- 
lustrations contribute their dramatic values. (March) 


12 to 15- FICTION 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee Longmans, Green 
THE MUDHEN AND THE WALRUS $2.50 


It is five years- or close to it- since the inglorious Mudhen was introduced to 
readers more accustomed to finding Mr. Allen in his role as historian. And, frankly, we 
don't like John Crane, the Mudhen, any better today than we did then. Prep-school setting, 
glamourized and somewhat dated, where the lazy but ingenious Mudhen helps his roommate, 
Froggie set up 4 weekly school paper, The Walrus, and continues to dominate the wacky 
carryings-on in traditional inter-frat rivalry. There are shades of many another "old 
school" book here, with the all-wise headmaster, known as the "Old Guard” - with our lan- 
guid hero inspiring elaborate practical jokes, with the stiff-upper-lip and the twining- 
ivy sentiments. However, there's brisk dialogue, plenty of precocious chatter, and - for 
the young high schooler - acceptable horseplay. Amusing decorations by Stephen J. Voor- 
hees. (March) 


Strong, Charles S. Longmans, Green 
SOUTH POLE HUSKY $2.50 


Exploration- dogs- a boy in a man's role, these are popular ingredients, and 
this fictionized story of Amundsen'’s discovery of the South Pole has them all. Ome could 
wish that Charles Strong, whose own adventurous life should provide many an exciting true 
story, had not submerged a good yarn in somewhat uncoordinated factual minutiae...Nils 
Paulson, bored with the peaceful forest lands of his native Norway, gets the chance to go 
with his idolized Amundsen on the famous 1911 expedition, as one of those responsible for 
the dogs. With Nils, the reader follows the meticulous preparation for the voyage, the 
inexplicable procedure while the goal is still presumably the Arctic, then the news of the 
actual purpose, arrival in strange Antarctic waters, exhausting trials and set-backs, 
treacherous ice floes and unpredictable barriers - and finally the thrilling moment of 
achieyement. Particularly appealing to boys who love dogs are the details of the training 
and conditioning of the tough breeds of the North- with a highlighting of the devotion be- 
tween Nils and his beloved husky. Details of the topography - the somewhat text-booky ap- 
proach - the sentimental characterization - the stilted conversation will make this duller 
going than the essential substance warrants. Pen and ink spots by Joseph A. Warren. (March) 


Queen, Ellery, Jr. Little, Brown 
THE WHITE ELEPHANT MYSTERY $2.50 


Bright eyed Djuna solves another adult-baffling mystery in the third of a good 
series. This time there's murder in the making on the high. wire under the Big Top. Djuna 
and coincidence work for the good; a lost will is found through the device of hidden safe 
numbers, and the would-be murderers and circus racketeers get their just deserts. The cir- 
cus setting catches the Big Top lingo and the smell of sawdust. Though this is routine 
radio-serial stuff, the series fans and youngsters with aspirations of glory, should go 
for this mystery, better plotted and developed than the average juvenile fare. (2/23) 
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Morrow 
THE CATCHER FROM DOUBLE-A $2.50 — 





Decker, Duane 





Pete Gibbs thought he was through. He is twenty six, a veteran, when he joins 
the Blue Sox for the third time having been recalled from the bush leagues. The pennant- 
hungry Blue Sox were hard up for catchers, and as the press and most of the ball players 
believe, Gibbs is up for his last chance. Tortured by lack of confidence, Pete muffs 
chance after chance to stay in the big time, and is ready to concede defeat when a veteran 
catcher offers him some fatherly advice and uses practical psychology to snap Pete's para- 
lysis of fear and haunting. Deoker's previous books have played around this same pattern 
of self-confidence growing out of overcoming an obsession with defeat. He has nothing new 
to offer, but the unfailing appeal of authentic baseball terminology, action and dugout 


talk. (3/29), 


Raferty, Gerald Morrow 
GRAY LANCE $2.00 


One could wish the central thesis of this story carried more conviction, for it 
is a readable enough yarn dealing with questionable facts. Don Murray, alone - by his own 
desire- at the Murray's hunting camp, frees a young grey wolf from a trap, nurses it back 
to health, and tames it to a degree of devotion unusual even in a dog. Don insists that 
Lance is a German shepherd dog - and by the end of the story, Lance has merged his wolf 
characteristics in those of a highly intelligent dog. Plenty of adventure- but there seems 
to be lack of technical knowledge that youngsters who are scientific in their approach to 
the subject will readily spot: Just a touch of the Terhune school of glamourizing the 


dog may win less exacting readers. (3/29) , 


Morrow 


Syme, Ronald 
BAY OF THE NORTH $2.50 

* Fictionized biography of Pierre Esprit Radison, explorer and fur trader in the 
service of the French king during the wild race for the rich fur trade in the New World. 
Marvelous material here, authentic, fresh and new to most readers, documented by Radison's 
personal record of his spectacular career. French-Canadian born, Radison at 17, was cap- 
tured by the fierce Iroquois. In the years that followed (from 1652 on) he was at one 
time prisoner, later made blood brother; he was captured again and again escaped; he ex- 
plored the far north and was first known to see the Bay of the North, which he claimed for 
the French and instigated the organization of the earliest Hudson's Bay colony. He might 
have been a forgotten failure; he died, unrecognized, & pauper. But his story is an in- 
tegral part of the romantic, bloody struggle for the riches of the fur trade, and is told 
in fast-moving narrative with little of hero worship and no chop-licking over the more 
gory and sensational elements of Indian warfare. Occasional abrupt transitions mar an 
otherwise fast pace, but all in all it should prove an easy-moving adventure yarn, with 
the added value of its true story background. (3/15) \“ 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 


Grace, Pick Longmans, Green 
VISIBILITY UNLIMITED $2.50 


A dare-devil aviator, barnstormer, stunt flier, in personal reminiscences, from 
his first acquaintance with planes, through combat in World War I, stunt flying in Holly- 
wood's silent era, through combat and instruction in World War II. There's a breath-taking 
quality of slick journalese in the succession of smash-ups, adventures, etc. The section 
on stunt work in the pictures has interest beyond the audience for books on flying, but 
plenty of thrills and close adherence to a technical point of view will make this chiefly 
of appeal to the air-minded youngster, seeking a new angle on a favorite topic. (March) 

























January 15, 1950 FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS ~*25- 


Bristow, Gwen Crowell 
JUBILEE TRAIL $3.00 


A quality of buoyancy in this lively story of a dramatic trek to California in 
the exciting days just before the gold rush paces the story of the aventures of Oliver 
Hale, a prairie trader, his vigorous and intelligent wife Garnet, Florinda, a variety hall 
star with a dramatic past, and John, who finally admits his love for Garnet after the 
death of Oliver, and after Garnet refuses his offer of marriage in which John thought that 
love had no part. Love interest handled delicately with fast-moving plot and strong, ap- 
pealing characters. (Full report P. 655) (2/6) 


Heinlein, Robert A. Doubleday 
WALDO and MAGIC, INC. $2.50 


Two science fiction fantasies projected into worlds of the future. An airship 
mystery and protection rackets in the world of magic. Highly imaginative tall tales with 
tone enough and skillful writing to pull it out of the sensational. (Full report P.677) 
(2/16) 

Goodin, Peggy Dutton 

TAKE CARE OF MY LITTLE GIRL $2.75 


Liz, conditioned by a smug-mid-west Paris for the complacent, unreal life of the 
sororitiesas she goes to Midwestern University, is bid by the Queens, but gradually comes 
to realize the false standards of such a system. An honest, and likeable heroine, a home- 
town beau and the examination of a controversial subject close to home for most teen-age 
girls should have a strong appeal. (Full report on P. 659) (2/14) 


Announcing for February 15 


Davies, Valentine Farrar, Straus 
IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING $2.00 


Redesigned for juveniles. A different baseball story with color; ingenuity, 
and plenty of laughs. 


Forester, C. §S. Little, Brown 
MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER $2.75 


Glimpses of the youth of the beloved hero of the Hornblower series as 4 green 
boy in His Majesty’s navy develops into the hard-headed, soft-hearted man most high- 
schoolers meet in their outside reading. Action in the French and Spanish wars with 
Hornblower serving under two captains. Superior action stories. (Full report on P.2) 


(3/13) 


Lancaster, Bruce Little, Brown 
PHANTOM FORTRESS $2.50 


Francis Marion, the Swamp Fox,is the romantic central figure in this first rate 
historical novel set against the American Revolution and the extraordinary partisan cam- 
paign of Marion against the Tories and British-led troops. Adventure with love interest 
but no emotional complications. Good, clean fast-moving yarn. (Full report P. 1) (3/2) 
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Macmillan 


Tey, Josephine 
BRAT FARRAR $3.00 

Orphaned Brat Farrar impersonates long dead Patrich Ashby,. unmasks a murder and 
faces the choice of disgracing his new family or himself. Expert English mystery with 
charm, humor and melodrama at the ‘climax. (Full report on P. 681) (2/28) 


Viking 


White, Nelia Gardner 
THE PINK HOUSE $3.00 


Norah, a crippled child of seven, is orphaned and sent to live in the strangely 
complicated household of her Aunt Rose. She learns to fight the lonvliness and indiffer- 
ence she finds there, and makes a place for herself with the help of the staunch Aunt Pol, 
and the friendship of Paul, sensitive eldest son, whose abnormal relationship with the 
woman he thought his mother proves 4 salient factor in the development of plot. An ap- 
pealing portrait of adolescence and youth, with enough story, romance and character in- 
terest to capture the imagination of sensitive teen age girls.(Full report on P.677) (2/20) 


NON - FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Crowell 


Schurmacher, Emile C. 

KNEE PANTS $3.00 
Amusing reminiscences of a New York City boyhood with a variety of mishaps both 

within and without the family circle. Set mostly against World War I years. (Full re- 


port on P. 686) (2/23) 


Doubleday 


Hahn, Emily 
A DEGREE OF PRUDERY $3.50 

A healthy, lively biography of Fanny Burney, the author of the charming novels 
of young girls in 18th century English society, which captured the fancy of the readers 
of that period. The book follows her self-educated growing up, her amazing success, and 
gives glimpses of the court and literary scene of the day. Excellent supplementary school 


material and delightful leisure-time reading for girls. (Full report on P. 669) (%/23) 
23 


Dutton 


Myers, John Myers 
THE LAST CHANCE $3.50 

The saga of Tombstone, Arizona, boomtown created by the silver bonanza in the 
'70°s and "80's. U.S. Marshall Wyatt Earp, who defended law and order against lawless 
and ruthless gangs after riches and power. Exciting and with some violence; authentic 
Americana and vitalized history. (Full report on P. 688) (2/27) 


Goodfriend, Arthur Farrar, Straus 
IF YOU WERE BORN IN RUSSIA $5.00 


A remarkably objective presentation, in text and pictures, of Soviet life today 
using a “typical” family as a focal point for the simple, revealing picture. All aspects 
of Soviet life and culture are investigated using available, informed sources. It be- 
comes obvious to the reader that the Soviet citizen is restricted both in independent 
action and thought. Excellent antidote for uncoordinated second guessing in most of the 


HY 


newspapers. Material with subheads for school use. (Full report on P. 685) ( 
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An excellent collector's and fancier's manual with plenty of illustrations 
and facts about the history and value of coins in the United States. Also discusses 
actual purchase costs. Good material for libraries and for stimulating interest in 
organizing old coin collections in the family. (Full report on P. 20) (Publ.) 


Jaeger, Ellsworth Macmillan 
NATURE CRAFTS $2.49 


Superficial treatment of a wide variety of crafts, making use of natural 
materials only - rush, flint, shells, stones, gourds, nuts, driftwood, bark, twigs, 
wood, clay. Diagrams and drawings. Specific instructions a little sketchy, but 
tools few and inexpensive. Should stimulate interest in such hobbies. (Full report 
on P. 16) (2/7) 


Aylward, W. J. Pitman 
SHIPS AND HOW TO DRAW THEM $12.50 


Latest in Pitman's Practical Drawing series. Text in manuscript type de- 
voted to technical explanation of the structure and rigging of ships. Cape Horners 
and frigates to diesel-driven tugs and deck guns, lighthouses, buoys etc. - all done 
in line and wash. For sailing.fans as a handbook as well as for artists. (Full re- 
port on P. 20) (Publ.) 


Campbell, Marjorie Wilkins Rinehart 
THE SASKATCHEWAN $4.00 


Another of the fine Rivers of America series. The story of the great Can- 
adian river alive with the drama of the days of the frontier wilderness vitalizes the 
history of this region - the minority rebellion of 1885 aiding the growth of 4 more 
democratic Canada, towns sprung up from frontier forts, talk of harnessing the river, 
and the activity on its waters and its banks. Excellent supplementary reading for 
history. (Full report on P. 688) (3/23) 





Non-fiction for Young Adults cont'd 27 - 


Del Monte, Jacques Frederick Fell 
FELL'S UNITED STATES COIN BOOK $1.50 












